



Grown up in Ergste Leonie 
Weigelt now wants to 
conquer the catwalks of 
the world - not as a model, 
but as a designer.  
At Paris Fashion Week, 
she was able to present a 
collection to an 
international audience for 
the first time. An even 
bigger appearance is to 
follow in autumn. 
Leonie Weigelt says that 
she has been fascinated by 
sewing since she was little.  
“I sewed when I was four. 
I wanted a sewing machine 
for my fifth birthday,” 
reveals the 21-year-old 
Ergster. 
"But my grandmother said 
that you have to be able to 
sew correctly by hand 
before you can sew with 
the sewing machine." She 
learned it from her 
grandmother. Later she 
also got her sewing 
machine. Today Leonie 
Weigelt studies at the 
renowned Fashion Design 
Institute (FDI) in 
Düsseldorf and graduates 
there as an “International 
Fashion Designer”. 

Show at the Paris 
Fashion Week 

On March 3, Weigelt had 
her first major appearance 
in front of an international 
audience. At a show for 
young designers she was 
able to present twelve 
outfits together with her 
friend and fellow student 
Natalie Tanus. Two of 
them attracted special 
attention because they 
were made of wallpaper. 
The two had to pay 5,000 
euros for the joint 
participation in the show. 
But first they had to 
convince the organizer. 
“We talked on the phone 
back and forth for months, 
sent things over and 
looked for sponsors. 

We definitely wrote to 
200 people.” The two 
knew that they had a 
little chance. 

Persistence paid off 

"Actually you only get 
there when you are 
finished with your 
studies. Students are 
normally not accepted 
at all, ”Weigelt knows. 
She was in the third 
semester of her studies. 
The persistence paid 
off in the end, however, 
because the organizer 
liked the concept of the 
two students. "She 
absolutely wanted us to 
be there and made an 
exception for us." 
The family was also in the 
luggage to Paris. “My 
parents and my brother came 
with me. Even grandma and 
grandpa were there. ” 

Fashion tells a story 

Weigelt explains why her 
concept was convincing: 
“You always tell a story with 
your fashion and we 
implemented it very 
artistically. The outfits were 
wearable, but more body 
art." 
Working with her friend for 
the Parisian collection was 
wonderful, says Leonie 
Weigelt. Her friend Natalie 
Tanus can confirm “We both 
complement each other 
totally in our work and can 
completely rely on each 
other. ”Where there was a 
lack of ideas and inspiration, 
the other could help out.“ 

Next stop: Milan 
Fashion Week 

According to Weigelt, the 
organizer liked the 
performance in Paris so 
much that she also took the 
two students to her Event at 
Milan Fashion Week.

They were also assured of 
publication in the fashion 
magazine ELLE Italia. 
At least participation in the 
Fashion Week in northern 
Italy is not unknown to 
Weigelt. "Last year we were 
able to represent our school 
there.“ So she was able to 
make first contacts in the 
fashion industry. “We were at 
Moschino, Armani, Alberta 
Ferretti and I met Anna 
Wintour from Vogue and had 
a chat with her.”  
The young designers were 
also invited to private parties 
by international fashion 
designers. At the fashion 
week in Milan, the two 
friends want to present a 
collection separately in the 
coming autumn. “We are 
strong enough to present 
ourselves individually,”  
Weigelt is convinced. 

Stressful everyday life, 
little sleep 

Whether for Paris or Milan. 
Everything is created in 
Weigelt's apartment in 
Düsseldorf.It’s her studio. 
She moved her bedroom into 
the living room. She often 
does not get any sleep 
anyway. 
When school exams coming 
up, it often gets stressful. 

"Sometimes I sleep ten 
minutes, sometimes not 
at all for three days." 
There is not much time 
left for friends. 
“Although Düsseldorf 
is not that far away, I 
haven't seen some 
people in a year. 
Because I really focus 
on my career. The 
people who know me 
understand that too. " 
In addition to her 
studies, Weigelt also 
works as a temporary 
assistant at Louis 
Vuitton in Düsseldorf. 
However, none of this 
would be possible 
without the additional 
financial support of 
their parents. “My 
parents always support 
me on my way 
everywhere. They are 
always behind my back. 
" 
This support goes 
without saying for 
Alexandra and Gregor 
Weigelt. “We are so 
proud of our daughter 
and are happy that she 
is living her dream”, 
both agree. In the 
future, they see their 
child among the best 
designers in the fashion 
world. 

Step into the 
fashion 
industry 
never looked 
back 

Despite the 
frequent stress 
during her 
studies, Leonie 
Weigelt says 
that she has 
never regretted 
stepping into the 
fashion industry. 
Of course, there 
are situations 
from time to 
time in which 
you despair 
because 
something 

doesn't work or you can't get 
any further. "Fortunately, that 
doesn't last long.“ On the other 
hand, there is often nothing 
else than fashion: “You live in 
your own creative world. 
When you work on something 
for weeks, you often forget 
everything on the outside. ” 

Fair treatment of people 
and animals is important 

But she does not want to 
ignore one thing: According to 
Leonie Weigelt, when 
choosing her materials, she 
places particular value on fair 
dealing with people and 
animals. “Many do not know 
what is behind the 
production.” A look behind the 
scenes means that dealing 
fairly with the producers is 
important to her. This also 
includes a payment, of which 
the people can live well. 
Weigelt also wants to support 
projects that aim to preserve 
traditional crafts. “If people 
don't pass on the knowledge, 
you can 
loose them at some point. 
"The student represents quality 
before quantity: "You don't 
have to have a lot of clothing, 
the main thing is to know 
where it comes from and how 
it was produced.“  

Weigelt rejects the fact that 
animals have to suffer for 
fashion. “I think it’s horrible 
to kill animals just because 
we want a handbag.” Leather 
and fur also comes under her 
sewing machine, but not from 
animals. “The materials are 
wonderful. But it is also 
imitated well nowadays’' 

From California to the 
top 

Since the beginning of her 
studies, everything went very 
quickly for Weigelt. "I still 
can not believe it. You 
coming from a small town, 
but now you are already in 
Paris and receive requests 
from fashion magazines.“ 
There is just little time to 
process all this, because the 
preparations for the collection 
for the Fashion Week in 
Milan in September are 
already in full swing. "Since I 
stopped sewing for the show 
in Paris, I've started planning 
for the other show." 
After spending a year abroad 
in California, she knows that 
she is going to go back one 
day to conquer the European 
catwalks from there. Whether 
Paris, Milan or Côte d'Azur - 
Leonie Weigelt wants to do 
her thing purposefully, as she 
says herself and has a clear 
goal in mind: "I want to go to 
the top."  

21- year old from Schwerte conquered  the catwalks in Milan and Paris

 We have written the history down the week before the Corona outbreak - RuhrNachrichten 

Leonie Weigelt (center) wants to take off internationally as a designer. At the show in Paris, she gave the models their last instructions.

Young designer Leonie Weigelt knew early on that she wanted to enter the fashion business, and in March she had a show at Paris Fashion Week. But that wasn't enough for her.

Leonie Weigelt also met Vogue boss Anna Wintour, one of the most influential women in 
the fashion industry, at Milan Fashion Week last year

By Dennis Görlich
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